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INTRODUCTION 5|

The Wan Chai North and North Point harbourfront is
a valuable stretch of reclaimed land cenftrally
located in the Victoria Harbour, presenting a unique
opportunity to ‘re-connect’ people to the
waterfront. The reclamation and construction works
are set for gradual completion from 2017 onwards.
To get prepared for readlizihg an attractive,
connected, vibrant and sustainable new
harbourfront for public enjoyment, the Planning
Department commissioned the “Urban Design Study
for the Wan Chai North and North Point Harbourfront
Areas” (the Study) in January 2015, to guide the
detailed planning and design for this area.
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Public engagement under Harbourfront
Enhancement Review (HER)
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Overall Context
BiEERE=

Land uses along the Victoria harbourfront have
evolved over the years to tie in with the changing
circumstances of the harbour and the hinterland.
Besides Central as the core business district and Tsim
Sha Tsui which functions mainly as a tourism node,
the Wan Chai area plays the role of an exhibition
and commercial hub. With the proposed new rail
lines (Shatin to Central Link (SCL) and North Island
Line (NIL)) serving the Wan Chai waterfront, and
additional offices and commercial developments in
Wan Chai and Admiralty, the new reclaimed land
should capture these opportunities and enhance the
connectivity with the hinterland, while providing
leisure/ recreation activities for public enjoyment.
Equally, the water space in the Ex-Public Cargo
Working Area, the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter
and the proposed landing steps, will provide
opportunities to re-define the water use as a unique
feature of the Victoria Harbour.

RESHFRNENEE - #ENEFEIMASEESTS
FRBE - PRIEBZRIVBEE « KV BEIERIREPE -
MmEFR—EnERERGERENEE - lEESIFRE
FREVETEES COEZEDRIRR (GOhiR ) RICEBSEIR) ERR
IS EENSE - I ERESHEERBNRAENEES
B - FEERAEREEMERELESE - IEEAEAE
- ASREHERRE / REEDHRARZA - AEH - Bin
REVMRHER NS ERENKEREENEFOME -
IS ESHEEIE KBS - RREBHNERRE -

Victoria Harbourfront Context #ZF|TaE*REl

EEI=}
B

s



The Wan Chai and North Point areas had
witnessed the long history of Hong Kong's
development. The evolution of our
shoreline through reclamation over the
past centuries, the Causeway Bay
Typhoon Shelter with the Floating Tin Hau
Temple, the fishing boat communities and
floating restaurants, the Noon-Day Gun,
the Kellett Island, the Royal Hong Kong
Yacht Club, the ex-Public Cargo Working
Area as well as the ex-A-King Shipyard site
as historic icons to the maritime industries,
all tell their own legacy and the unique
stories of the local areas.

The original shoreline was located at
Queen's Road East. The reclamations
which took place in late 1800s and early
1900s created new land to relieve the
densely populated inner city and to
construct vehicular arterials (i.e. Hennessy
Road and Johnston Road). The
reclamation in the 1950s and 1980s
pushed the shoreline to Gloucester Road
and Island Eastern Corridor. The Wan Chai
development in the 1990s shaped the
shoreline of today. However, functional
requirements had long dictated the
harbourfront. While traffic flow had been
improved, accessibility to the water edge
was constrained.

/ﬁ VJ‘#U

Urban Design St
North P Eyee
i —

“® - -

EERILBHMERAUR-EREEEBERNESE - £
BE A E I LRBFIRRIEZ TIZRES - SH a5
ERXEEEM - KEMENKERE - TR -FNE
EBERE - IAREVMKIHE - IRIZFHZM0MHE R
RIECI AN S - #EEBFHNERNERE B _MN
FES

MEEFRIEL  TRERNBFRUREREXNER -
RENReRR ZHHicETRIREBTRERHE 5 Tl
EERENADBSHBNEENBZTEEE (HFE
FERELIHE) - ATERRNTERRREIEE—
TS BFIREESTITERRREER - M +ERESH
BRAQNEILSXBFIRIVELR - M - BEINELHFE
E-ERRYTEENRE - ERZEHBNE - BRHY
BEHEENT

Evolution of Wan Chai and

North Point Shoreline _ &@
BIIRILEBFIRER &
Q&S
SANG)
St D
’\O\\O\‘K‘)bg‘—)

1990s - Present 187

1970s

1980s 19205

1930s - 1950s 18505

1850s - 1890s



Study Objectives FAZZEHY

The Study aims fo examine how the Wan
Chai North and North Point harbourfront
can be re-defined to promote
accessibility, diversity, identity and
vibrancy on the land and the water, and
to re-connect people to the water edge.
As a step forward of the WDII Review, the
Study would take on board the latest
circumstances to work out a sustainable
urban design framework, and formulate
comprehensive planning and design
briefs to guide the future developments
and harbourfront enhancements to
make the Wan Chai North and North
Point harbourfront areas attractive,
accessible, vibrant and sustainable for
public's enjoyment. The Study would
focus on the urban design aspect to
ensure a holistic design of the future
development.

ARARNENEERUNAEFEFESILRIL
BiEE - LUtEiEEnemEN - 2RI - 5
s PR BE EFIZK ERYTETD - IBAFIZKAVEERESE
FALE - {F% NESSERETEISE _HIUEET )
FHVIELR - AR SREHMAVER - HlE—
(B FiEsE RAVMERET A K it fm = ERYAR
gl EEtiaTE - {ERARREBILEERIES] - KA
EESIt R A EERS—EE ARSI
7~ ELERE - ERENRIFEZRNE
BHRARSA - PRSI NEHMERE

FoE - LIECSRRAVSERE -

Study Area TZREGE

The Study Area mainly comprises newly reclaimed
land covering the harbourfront stretching from the
area west of the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) eastward to the
proposed waterfront open space adjacent to the
Island Eastern Corridor in North Point, encompassing
about 19 ha of land area and about 22 ha of water
area. The Study would not be confined to the Study
Area boundary. In terms of pedestrian connectivity
and traffic improvements, the Study will go beyond
to a wider area as delineated by the “Consideration
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Study Process HHZSHTIE RS
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The main tasks of the study include formulation of AIFBRFE T FEIEEERMERSIARMOTHEE - D
the urban design framework and initial concepts, RB#IEBLEERE - BEREAR A THEEELIEE

and preparation of harbourfront enhancement ARRSRIRSS o rh - ARIZRHYA SRS B e O E R
proposals. To ensure fimely incorporation of e

public views, a 2-stage public engagement 7o
exercise is infegrated into the study process.
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Inception and Baseline Review Formulation of Urban Design Finalization of Urban Design Study Finalization
Framework and Harbourfront Framework, HEPs,and FRZoRERs
e It o Dl Enhancement Proposals (HEPs) formulation of LR
wl= HERIARE Planning and Design Briefs
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Gathering public views on Urban Seeking public views on
Design Framework - Harbourfront Enhancement

Resident Workshops
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Proposals (HEPs) —

glgkelioidar m.ierv:ews Focus Group Meetings On-Site Public Events
and meetings
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Public Forum
RRWIE

6

ERETLEE RRVEERE



RBAN DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS TR ETZERZE

Surrounding Land Use Context

HKCEC and its future extension
are the main venue for holding
international conferences and
exhibitions that drives the growth
of the ‘Meeting, Incentives, Con-
ventions and Exhibitions’ (MICE)
sector in Hong Kong. The Golden
Bauhinia Square in front of the
HKCEC is of celebrative signifi-
cance and is an important focal
point in Wan Chai. The Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts and
the Hong Kong Arts Centre
anchor arts and cultural element
for this area. Surrounding these
focal points are other commer-
cial/ office developments and
hotels.

The new Wan Chai Ferry Pier,
which has been relocated to
facilitate the construction of CWB
and SCL, has just commenced
operatfion. To its west are the
harbour cruise pontoons and the
helipad. A number of sports and
recreation uses including the
Wan Chai Sports Ground and

the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club
have been established there. The
Wan Chai Swimming Pool and
Harbour Road Sports Centre are
being redeveloped nearby to
cater for the SCL development.
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The Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter
offering sheltered moorings for
vessels carries significant historical
value while the Victoria Park is our
treasured regional park which
provides large leisure and recreao-
tional grounds for public enjoy-
ment. At the eastern end, North
Point is predominantly a residential
neighbourhood which forms a criti-
cal mass for new community recre-
ational facilities. Oil Street and
Watson Road form the generous
linkages to the waterfront for North
Point. Major land uses are depict-
ed in the adjacent diagram.
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Surrounding Land Uses
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or Performing
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Office buildings at Wan Chai
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Residential clusters in North Poi
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n Character of the Waterfront

Urban Design Issues SHEIISE
tﬂiﬁﬁ%ﬁ'% Eﬁ?é There is lack of character, identfity,

atfractions and human activities
along the-existing harbourfront.
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TAER

Connectivity between the hinferland”and the
harbourfront is segregated by major vehicular
roads (i.e. Gloucester Road, Canal Road Flyover,
Victoria Park Road, Island Eastern Corridor efc.).
In some areas, grade-separated connections
and detour are required.

Itis also important to note the existing conditions and
other technical considerations for the planning and
design of the new. harbourfront. Key elements
including the existing and planned pedestrian
connections and various underground utilities are
summarized in the “Urban Design Considerations
Plan™.

In addition, there are several on-going and planned
development projects near and within the Study
Areq, including the CWB, SCL (in particular the future
Exhibition Station), and the NIL under the Railway
Development Strategy 2014 with new MTR stations at NEEEEC RN A SR LS EE

Causeway Bay north and Tamar, that should be . e .
given—due considerations in formulating the i (BNEI1E ~ E=EX1E ~ HEE &R

harbourfront-enhancement proposals. EBERYE) 2k o REEHTL/EKIEXIE/ 2
B ERGEE S o

Looking into the existing conditions of the area, we
have identified a number of key issues that have to
be addressed:
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Water Quality
KERBR

The water quality fit for water contact is an issue yet fo be
ascertained. This poses uncertainty to promote water-related
activities and recreational uses, as well as water tfransport.
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. Other Considerations
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Continuity of Waterfront
SR SR ER T

The continuity and cohesiveness along the harbourfront are
hindered by bottlenecks and narrow passageways, €.g.
areas near Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club, Noon Day Gun,
and Whitfield Road Rest Garden as well as the narrow
passageway along the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter.
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User Friendly Design
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Narrow footpaths, high seawalls, fences along the water
edge, and other sfructures hinder public access to the
waterfront.
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Proper fraffic management is required to deal with
the coach parking and drop-off/pick-up issues to
support the Golden Bauhinia Square as a major tourist
spot in Hong Kong. Besides, parking and
loading/unloading issues are observed at various
locations within the Study Area, e.g. Expo Drive East,
Harbour Road, Oil Street, Watson Road, etfc.

O F Parking and Loading/Unloading Facilities
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They include MIR railway funnels and protection
zones, underground utilities including underground
pipelines, drainage reserves, underground cooling
water systems etfc., existing landscape and frees,
cultural heritage, possible increase in marine traffic
due to new water activities/ water transport and
other environmental and fechnical considerations.
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Legend:
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Road P2

P2 B

Existing MTR Railway Reserve
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Planned MTR Railway Reserve for SCL
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MTR Stations

UG

Proposed North Island Line
&Pr.ellmlnory Conceptual Scheme under
ailway Development Strategy 2014)
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MTR 500m Catchment Area
500K ARFSEE

Central - Wan Chai Bypass
Tunnel/Island Eastern Corridor
FRERE T HETE PRI /B [E EER

Central - Wan Chai Bypass
Tunnel 5m Protection Zone
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Central - Wan Chai Bypass
Tunnel 20m Influence Zone
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Maijor Existing Elevated Walkways/Decks
RENTEREGTNEFa

Maijor Existing Elevated Connections
through Buildings
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Maijor Existing Pedestrian Subway
RENTEZTARE

Planned Elevated Walkways/Decks
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Proposed Connections Under “CDA" site
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Drainage Reserve Areas
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Cooling Water Pumping Stations
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Cooling Water Pipelines
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Urban Design Study fo
North Point

Stormwater Drain Pipes/Culverts
MACREE BER

Ventilation and Ancillary Buildings
I8 R R P R B e A

Existing Landing Steps
REZFaMK

Maijor Shopping Cenftres
FEBEYHO

Graded Built Heritage
BEETRAE R EEY)
Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club (Grade 3)
EREHRE (B5A31R)
Oil at 12 Oil Street (Grade 2)
TREER (B5221Rk)

Old Wanchai Police Station (Grade 2)
BERrEE E5a2h

Non-graded Built/Cultural Heritage
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@ Kellet Island Pier and Ramp
FHEWBBERFHE

Noon Day Gun
i
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Bauhinia Scupture & Flag Pole
SFATEREEE R AR

The Monument in Commemoration
of the Return of Hong Kong to China
EBEHARRLR

®
@ Floating Tin Hau Temple
@

Site of Archaeological Interest
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Kellet Island

Bl
“OU(Waterfront Related Commercial
and Leisure use)” Sites under OZP
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Specific Issues:

Lack of Character
BRNFRZFE

Segregated Connectivity
TAEEDE

Lack of Conﬂnuny of Waterfront
TR EE

User Unfrlendly Design
TBRRETRRE T A/ ARNE R
Water Quality to be Ascertained
KERIREEFHEE

Parking and Loading/ Unloading Issues
JHEEAIR BRI
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VISION AND DESIGN PRINCIPLES FEE= i1 EHI

©

Public Aspirations
on
NFREAEE

Harbour Planning
Principles

il RRA

Considerations &
Opportunities

Harbour Planning Principles
and Guidelines

et gl RAIKRES]

EBSILRREE
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Vision [fH=

Given the planning, historical,  cultural,
socio-economic background and physical
context of the Wan Chai and North Point areas
and with reference to the public's aspirations
expressed in the previous studies, we have
developed the following vision and principles to
guide the planning and design of our new
harbourfront:
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“New Wan Chai North Point Harbourfront : an urban
harbourfront that re-connects people to the water... ”

In recognition of the Victoria Harbour as a
special asset and part of the natural heritage
of Hong Kong, the Town Planning Board has
endorsed the “Vision and Goals for Victoria
Harbour To make Victoria Harbour
attractive, vibrant, accessible and symbolic of
Hong Kong — a harbour for the people and a
harbour of life”. A set of Harbour Planning
Principles and Harbour Planning Guidelines
have «also been formulated by the
Harbourfront Commission (the then
Harbourfront Enhancement Committee). The
“Protection of the Harbour Ordinance” is also
relevant in formulating the planning proposals
for the harbourfront areas. These principles
and guidelines would be observed during the
course of the Study.
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To enhance physical
connectivity between the
hinterland and waterfront,

and to ensure that the
waterfront/ public space is
continuous and enjoyable
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To create and design a
high quality pedestrian
environment

EERRERET B ERY
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To create a more distinct
identity, character and
stronger sense of place

for the harbourfront
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To respect the local
character and heritage
to re-connect people
to the unique history of
the area
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To enhance vibrancy
along the harbourfront
through diverse activities,
programmes and
facilities for public
enjoyment
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To introduce appropriate

use of water space including

water recreation activities
and new marine uses to
embrace the waterfront,
and to strengthen the
interface between people
and water
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appropriate, atfractive

To infroduce

and functional
greening and
landscape features
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To promote design that will
contribute to vitality and be
commensurate with traffic,
environmental and
infrastructure capacity, and
preserve local character and
heritage
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To introduce green and
sustainable design

elements
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RBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK BiiES ST A

Character Precincts
TEE

An Urban Design Framework is proposed to BRIV KAt RItE S
provide a long term vision for the planning S SEHER T — B E S EES oy —
and design of the Wan Chai North and Lo em 1maXB BEVS 5 TP EERnss e i
North Po?n’r waterfront. The 5 Character ° EEBMEET AT ES RIS a;Lg \Gnd e,
Precincts from the WDIl Review are further —Ept@ETIRZNAE X EEEHTE -
interpreted and translated into the following {feg(y 5 F5IEEEERE :

precincts under the current framework:
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4 and/or food ¢
promenade,
spaces.
\mojor Ourist attraction
\\ activity  node
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Urban Design Framework Plan 3555t K E
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Initial Concepts 1=

Connecting People to the Waterfront e
B HTI A K RIEOED R m

Reflecting the Legacy of
the Harbourfront

RS ENERESR

4 Reflect the legacy of the
Extending il ¥ Establishing Iconic & Fostering Continuity, ® § ¢ | Befter Use of Wan Chai and North Point
Connectivity to Themed Connections Walkability & Vibrancy ® © Breakwater =\ harbourfront and heritage
Golden Bauhinia BiESI R EBISEIIT [BEES I - THITHER ZERHRIE by exploring possibility for
Square and New Wan AEE EA Explore the possibilities for water transport, eXthITIOH
Chai Ferry Pier Strengthen the connectivity B ol creative public access GRS SHE,, STE] EUel

N L ore the possibility for ' '

BREESRABESR from the hinferiand o The New  oroviding pedestion and better usage of the SIPPREIPMEN® 1SS CSHET
S IREERIEREE Water Recreation Precinct by connection to foster a Breckwater (e.g. draw Wan Chai's old hliz’rory
Improve pedestrian linkage fo the an iconic and thematically continuous and walkable bridge connection). - . S S
HKCEC area and Golden Bauhinia designed connection as a e EEHR A AR BESS & REIKLIE ~ REFILNSHE

HOgE - MEREBRRILAE

Square via the pedestrian visual landmark. Besides,

AREZZMELRBISMER

passageway to and from the
future Exhibition Station. Further
extend the planned landscaped
deck from the future Exhibition
Station so as to provide sheltered

connection to the Pierside Precinct

and the new ferry pier. Also, the
connection from the Wan Chai

EC at the waterfront
hened.

hinterland to the new activity node

possible linkage to the East
Coast Park and Causeway
Bay Typhoon Shelter from

Victoria Park will be explored.
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Creating a Sense of Place%

= ey
- Activating the Wate

Embracing the 1t
SRR L MR
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Celebrating the Golden Creatmg.a East Coast Park at
. North Point ’
Bauhinia Square
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. . Re-connect the North Point LA
Re-organize the spatial P / | P \\5\ :
arrangement of the Strengthening Interface  § é , ~

ini Coast Park with waterfront ! (Pl
Golden Bauhinia Square, leisure activities (i.e. jogging with the Water \\y\/ tive Wate
E L } A 2 ]

aths, children playgrounds nIERK M E B FIE sk =
deck fo visually \ efc.) and consider connec- 2 S aEg

re-connect the sculpture e U9 e VHSOHE FElLS Infroduce unique and

and flagpole as landmark HRFRESRAEEE (12 appropriate use of water

to the pedestrians and iE - REBRISE) RitAT space at the ex-Public Carg
views from the Wan Chai z y Working Area and the

hinterland. = ° Causeway Bay i//:f'

CTl

|

and possibly to articulate
the proposed landscaped
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OURVIEWS {THVE R

We invite you fo share your views and/or ideas on creating a
diversified Wan Chai North and North Point harbourfront! Your ideas On Vision:
are valuable towards achieving the goal and objectives of the :

Study. What is your view on the overalll v ’?hnedndee'
B EETIRHEENRRNEE - BEMARREIE—EFRWE 0 1 design vision for the new

OSBRI AR | EOES A R R R AT SRS harbourfront

FEEE - R{BN
bt e
R RS =

E?

We welcome any ideas and comments for maki
narbourfront for public enjoyment!

o))




2 On the Five Character On Design Elements:
Precincts:
ecincis 04 What kind of design
elements should be

5 your view on the overall planning provided at the
=sign themes and characters of harbourfront?
harbourfronte
EXETTTER ¢

ll._..\DIU%*ﬁlglgrﬁﬂﬂBn_b;ﬁ'ETmi

IR B
SHESE ?

s’ m

On Accessibility and
Connectivity:

How would you like to get to
the new harbourfronte Any
suggestions for improving the
existing arrangements?
IR E BT
BHEEEETELIEENEE?
HNERGNERZHBTEEER?

1 urban harbourfront that re-connects people to the water... "
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Contact Us B#2F (M

Address
it 4

Planning Department

Studies and Research Section

16/F, North Point Government Offices
333 Java Road, Hong Kong
HEItEBEEE3BFILBHEEE161E
REIZREITATTHE

Telephone

SoE
\ F&d

Fox o (852) 2522 8524

(852) 2231 4334

a;ncuI@ info@wcnnpuds.hk

For details of the Study, please visit our Study website
@ BRAAIZTRYEFIS - SHRIEAARAVEE
hitp://wennpuds.hk

A person or an organization providing comments and suggestions in the process of “Urban Design
Study for the Wan Chai North and North Point Harbourfront Areas” shall be deemed to have given
consent to the Planning Department to wholly or partially publish the comments and suggestions
(including names of the individuals and organizations, but the telephone number and email
address will be kept confidential). If you do not agree to this arrangement, please state so when
providing comments and suggestions
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