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Notes of the 16
th

 Meeting of  

 Business Liaison Group (Theme Parks) 

Date & time : 9:30 am on 17 December 2013 (Tuesday) 

Venue : Conference Room 3, G/F., Central Government Offices, Tamar 

Chairman : Mr CHAN Wah Chan, Head, Business Facilitation Division,  

Economic Analysis and Business Facilitation Unit  

 

 

Trade attendees: 

Hong Kong International Theme Parks Limited 

Ms Mabel FUNG 

Mr John KWONG 

 

Building Surveyor  

Integrated Facility Planning Manager 

Ocean Park Corporation 

Mr Joseph LEUNG 

Mr Arthur WONG 

Mr Kenneth LAU 

Ms Gillian CHO 

 

Executive Director – Revenue  

Project Development Director  

Operations Director 

Assistant Corporate Services Manager – Administration  

 

Observers:  

Future Leisure Aviation Limited 

Ms Katty IU 

 

Marketing Manager 

 

Hong Kong Sky Deck Limited 

Mr Anthony CHAN Senior Operation Officer 

Ngong Ping 360 Limited  

Mr William CHEUNG 

Mr Alan CHOW 

Ms Kathy TONG 

  

Head, Services Operations  

Electrical Engineer 

Assistant Manager, Safety & Quality 

Madame Tussauds 

Ms Kelly MAK 

 

General Manager 

Government representatives:  

Buildings Department (BD) 

Mr Prince WONG  

 

Building Surveyor 

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) 

Mr Eric CHEUNG 

 

Superintendent 

 

Transport Department (TD) 

Miss Janice LAI 

 

Senior Transport Officer 
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Economic Analysis and Business Facilitation Unit (EABFU) 

Ms Christie LAM 

Mr Robert CHU 

Chief Management Services Officer (Secretary) 

Management Services Officer 

 

 

 Action 

1. The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. 

 

 

Agenda 1 – Confirmation of notes of the last meeting 

 

2. The notes of the last meeting posted at the Business Facilitation Initiatives website 

(http://www.gov.hk/en/theme/bf/pdf/TP_BLG_15_Notes.pdf) were confirmed 

without amendment. 

 

 

Agenda 2 – Briefings by Departments 

 

 

Waiving referees' signature requirement of liquor licence applications 
 

3. FEHD gave a briefing on “waiving referees' signatures of the application for liquor 

and club liquor licence” with presentation slides at Annex A.  To streamline the 

application process, referees had no longer been required to provide their signatures 

since 19 June 2013.  The new application forms had been uploaded to the websites 

of FEHD, Liquor Licensing Board and Online Licensing Services.  They could also 

be obtained from FEHD district offices. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alignment of Fees and Charges for municipal services in the urban areas and the 
New Territories  
 

4. FEHD briefed the trade that in the 2013 Policy Address, the Chief Executive 

announced an initiative to amend the legislation to align the different levels of fees 

and charges for similar municipal services in the urban areas and the New 

Territories.  The fee alignment took effect from 19 July 2013.  Under the 

alignment arrangement, the fees and charges in the urban area and the New 

Territories were aligned, based on the principle that the lower rate prevailed.  

Taking temporary food factory licence (which was one of the food business licences 

commonly applied by theme park operators) as an example, the licence fee had 

been reduced from $310 to $220.  FEHD had posted the new fee schedule on its 

website 

(http://www.fehd.gov.hk/english/events/fees_align/fees_align_appendix_e.pdf). 
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Launch of the Business Consultation e-Platform App on the Android Platform  
 

5. The Secretary briefed the trade with presentation slides at Annex B that 

subsequent to the launch of a “Business Consultation e-Platform” (e-platform) 

mobile application (App) on iPhone platform in November last year, EABFU had 

recently launched the App on the Android platform.  The App provided the 

business community with an additional channel to access Government’s business 

regulatory proposals and related consultation information and to offer their views 

and comments at any time and from everywhere.   It was available for free 

download on the iPhone App Store and Google Play by searching for “consultation” 

and “eabfu” respectively. 

 

6. The Secretary also invited the trade to download the App and provide feedback on 

its usage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda 3 – New Items 

 

 

 

Suggestion on relaxation of food room requirement for Food Business Licence 

 

7. Disneyland said they were planning to set up three restaurants and a food factory 

adjacent to these restaurants, all located on a single floor of a hotel.  With the food 

factory serving as the common food processing centre for the restaurants, 

Disneyland would like to suggest that the areas required for the kitchen and food 

preparation of each of the three restaurants be reduced. 

 

8. FEHD explained that the food room requirement of a general restaurant was 

prescribed under Schedule 5A of the Food Business Regulation, Cap.132X.  The 

setting up of a food factory adjacent to the three planned restaurants would not 

change the statutory requirements for food room areas of the restaurants.  The 

department remarked that after taking into account the changes in the operation of 

food business over time, the Government had already relaxed the statutory 

requirement for food rooms of licensed general restaurants, light refreshment 

restaurants and factory canteens since 1 August 2010.  Quoting a general 

restaurant with a gross floor area of 100m
2
 as an example, the minimum food room 

area requirement had been reduced from 30m
2
 to 25m

2
. 

 

9. FEHD also suggested Disneyland to consider other design options, such as 

integrating the area of the proposed food factory into the kitchen and food 

preparation area of one of the planned restaurants to achieve a better usage of space 

which could also conform to the legal requirement in respect of food room area 
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provision.  The department welcomed Disneyland to approach them for enquiries 

on possible layout design options. 

 

Lifting the Permit Requirement of Coaches accessing Ma Wan Prohibited Zone  

 

10. The Secretary reported that with the two times of relaxation of prohibition on 

coaches accessing Ma Wan in December 2011 and December 2012, currently only 

coaches approaching Ma Wan outside 10:00 am - 4:00 pm were required to apply for 

permits.  Ma Wan Park had recently advised that the average daily number of 

coaches entering Ma Wan prohibited zone outside 10:00 am - 4:00 pm was very 

small (less than five) during the past ten months in 2013.  The Park had requested 

TD to consider lifting the permit requirement for coaches accessing Ma Wan 

prohibited zone so as to save the administrative cost and effort. 

 

11. TD said that the department had been liaising with Ma Wan Park on this issue and 

were awaiting supplementary traffic statistics from the Park for review.   

 

12. As regards Ma Wan Park’s proposed relocation of the temporary kiosk for 

distributing Ma Wan prohibited zone permits to coaches from Tsing Yi View Point 

Carpark to Mongkok Grand Century Place, TD supplemented that a new 

distribution point (i.e. the department’s NT Regional Office located at Mongkok 

Government Offices) had been proposed to the Park.  The department was seeking 

the views of coach companies on the proposed relocation arrangement and would 

continue to liaise with Ma Wan Park when the consultation with stakeholders was 

completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda 4 – Any other business  

 

Enquiry on Shuttle Bus Service  

 

13. Ocean Park said they were planning to introduce shuttle bus service between the 

future Wong Chuk Hang MTR Station and their proposed “Waterpark” and hotel 

facilities.  They would like to seek advice from TD on the kinds of permits or 

licences required and the associated application procedures. 

 

14. TD replied that the licences required would depend on the operation mode of the 

shuttle bus service, such as whether it was provided by non-franchised bus solely 

for hotel residents and whether the schedule of shuttle bus service was fixed or not.  

The department would exercise great care in vetting non-franchised bus service 

applications so as to maintain a balanced public transport system with coordination 
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among different modes of transport.   

 

15. TD suggested that Ocean Park could approach Transport Operations (HK) Division 

of the department for advice before formal submission of application. 

 

Business Licences or Permits Required for “Waterpark” 

 

16. FEHD said that at the last meeting, Ocean Park indicated they would like to have a 

joint meeting with the FEHD licensing Office and other relevant departments for 

seeking advice on preliminary layout plans and the kind of licences/permits 

required.  The department would like to have an update from Ocean Park on this 

project. 

 

17. Ocean Park replied that the project was still at the schematic design stage and they 

would approach relevant departments for a joint meeting in due course. 

 

 

 

 

Date of next meeting 

 

18. The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and active participation.   The 

Secretary would inform trade members of the date of the next meeting in due 

course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Analysis and Business Facilitation Unit 

January 2014 

 

 


