
 BLGTF Paper 21 
  

Business Facilitation Advisory Committee 
Task Force on Business Liaison Groups 

 
 

Police inspection of liquor licensed premises  
 
 
Background 
 
 Under the Dutiable Commodities (Liquor) Regulations (Cap. 
109B), the sale of liquor at any premises for consumption is prohibited 
except on the authority of a liquor licence. The Liquor Licensing Board 
(LLB) is the authority for the issuance of liquor licence and the Police is 
the main enforcement department for the liquor licensing regime through 
routine inspections and handling complaints on non-compliance with 
liquor licensing conditions.  In 2012, the Police conducted over 19 000 
inspections to liquor-licenced premises and about 1 200 enforcement 
actions (e.g. warnings and summons) were taken.   
 
2. In case of illness or temporary absence, the liquor licence 
holder is required to apply to the LLB for authorizing the nominee or any 
other person to manage the premises under Regulation 24 of the Dutiable 
Commodities (Liquor) Regulations (Cap. 109, sub. leg. B). LLB may 
authorize any person to manage the liquor-licensed premises for a period 
not exceeding three months and during that period such person shall be 
deemed to be the licensee of the premises. 
 
 
Trade’s Concerns 
 
3. At a Business Liaison Group (BLG) meeting for Karaoke 
establishments, nightclubs, bars and other entertainment clubs, trade 
members raised the following concerns on irregularities identified during 
the Police’s inspections of liquor-licensed premises: 

a) A licensee was unable to detect and stop his/her customers to 
bring drugs to the premises. The drugs were dropped to the 



floor and found by the Police during inspection. The trade 
considered it was unfair for the licensee to be held responsible 
for the incident; and 

 
b) A licensee was a busy professional and had to take urgent 

business trips from time to time. The Police prosecuted the 
licensee for not being present at the premises even though an 
authorization letter from the licensee to another person at the 
premises was provided.  

 
 
Administration’s Response 
 
4. In response to the above concerns, the Police has advised the 
trade that – 

a) Liquor licensee has the responsibility to ensure the liquor 
licensed premises is properly managed. The premises is a 
private place and the licensee can search the customers with 
their consent or request them to leave the premises if the 
licensee suspects that the customers may engage in illegal 
activities. The licensee has to decide on the actual actions to 
be taken in order to properly manage the premises. If 
dangerous drugs are found at the premises, the police will take 
appropriate enforcement action and also report the incident 
(e.g. dangerous drugs found at the floor of the premises) to the 
LLB. The LLB will take the police reports into consideration 
during licence renewal application to determine whether the 
licensee has fulfilled his duty as a licence holder and a fit and 
proper person to manage the licensed premises; and 

 
b) In case of temporary absence, the licensee concerned is 

required to submit his/her application through the Food and 
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) to LLB prior to 
the leave. For a leave period over one month and not 
exceeding three months, FEHD seeks the Police’s advice 
before approving the leave application.  The liquor licensee 
is advised to strictly follow the current mechanism and make 
prior application for a proper authorisation of “temporary” 



licensee when he/she is temporarily absent. If the liquor 
licensee is frequently engaged with other activities and cannot 
commit himself/herself to the physical presence in the 
licensed premises as required, the liquor licensee should, 
during the next licence renewal application or at any time as 
appropriate, transfer the liquor licence to another suitable 
person to ensure the licensing conditions will be fully met.  

 
 
Way Forward 
 
5. Members are invited to note the content of this paper and offer 
comments, if any. 
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