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Background 

For lands leased to private recreational clubs, there is usually a 
Tree Preservation Clause in the lease to protect the trees within the subject Lot 
to promote greening and to ensure no tree is unnecessarily felled or interfered 
with. Therefore, trees should not be removed or interfered without the prior 
permission from the Lands Department (LandsD).  

 
Trade’s Concern 

2. Thousands of trees felled during a recent strong typhoon in summer 
of 2012. Some recreational clubs expressed their views that a lot of trees were 
felled in their premises and it was difficult for them to comply with the 
requirements of compensatory (i.e. to find a tree of the same Diameter at 
Breast Height (DBH) if the tree felled is a big one and / or to find enough 
space within the subject Lot if many smaller trees of the same aggregate girth 
size are to be planted instead).  

3. As such, the trade requested the LandsD to consider providing a 
more lenient set of compensatory tree planting requirements for trees felled by 
natural causes (e.g. typhoon); and another set for trees felled by non-natural 
causes (e.g. land development). Moreover, some recreational clubs suggested 
allowing the trade to plant trees of the same foliage cover instead of DBH in 
compensatory planting.  

Administration’s Response  

4. In response to the trade's concern, the LandsD gave a presentation 
on "Private Land in Hong Kong - Compensatory Planting" at a Business 
Liaison Group (BLG) meeting for Recreational Clubs. During the presentation, 
the LandsD explained to the trade the government’s policy for tree 
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preservation in private land, the definition of a tree under the Tree Preservation 
Clause (i.e. at or above 95mm DBH), and the related maintenance 
requirements. In generally, the compensatory planting ratio should not be less 
than 1:1 in terms of number and DBH within the subject Lot (i.e. the total 
number and the aggregated girth size of compensatory trees should be equal to 
or no less than that of the lost trees).   

5. As regards the trade’s suggested two different sets of compensatory 
tree planting requirements for trees felled by natural causes and non-natural 
causes, the LandsD has clarified that the purpose of compensatory planting is 
to re-establish the green coverage lost when a tree is removed.  Regardless of 
the reasons for losing the tree, green coverage has been lost and thus the lost 
tree should be replaced under the Tree Preservation Clause.  However, if 
there are adequate justifications to demonstrate that compensatory planting is 
not feasible, reduced provision of compensatory planting would be acceptable.   
Inadequate suitable space to ensure proper spacing between two trees and 
underground services are examples of justifications for reduced provision.  
The trade could submit their justifications for reduced compensatory planting 
to the respective District Lands Office for consideration. 

6. The trade’s suggestion of using foliage cover instead of DBH is 
considered not suitable for compensatory planting.  Foliage cover, as 
calculated by diameter of tree crown, generally results in a similar 
compensatory ratio as DBH. However, it is more difficult to measure crown 
diameter than to measure DBH.  A research on the current practice of nine 
overseas jurisdictions conducted by the Greening Landscape and Tree 
Management Section of the Development Bureau reveals that 1:1 replacement 
in terms of numbers is the most common replacement criteria, followed by 
DBH.  Foliage or crown diameter is not referred to by any jurisdiction. 

 
Way Forward 

7. Members are invited to note the content of this paper and offer 
comments,  if any. 
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