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Occupant capacity of a Place of Public Entertainment 

 

 

 

Background 

 

 When examining the proposed layout plans of a Places of 

Public Entertainment (PPE) Licence application under the Places of 

Public Entertainment Ordinance (Cap. 172), the Buildings Department 

(BD) considers, among other things, the occupant capacity of the PPE 

premises by making reference to the approved building plan.  If a PPE 

licence holder subsequently wants to increase the occupant capacity of 

the PPE premises due to business expansion or other reason, he/she will 

have to submit the alteration and addition proposal to BD for approval if 

necessary. 

 

 

Trade’s Concern 

 

2. At a Business Liaison Group meeting for theme parks held in 

June 2013, some trade members expressed their concern that due to some 

building/physical constraints of their premises, they were not able to meet 

the prescriptive fire safety requirement under the Code of Practice for 

Fire Safety in Buildings 2011 (FS Code) and hence their alteration and 

addition proposals to increase the occupant capacity of their premises 

were unsuccessful. 

 

 

Administration’s Response 

 

3. In response, BD advised that when there was a genuine 

difficulty in complying with the prescriptive fire safety requirements 

(Deemed-to-Comply provisions) laid down in the FS Code, the trade 

could adopt a performance-based approach using fire engineering design 
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to formulate an Alternative Solution.  This was particularly pertinent to 

buildings of special hazards due to their size, use, complexity or location.  

The performance-based approach using fire engineering design aimed to 

attain an overall level of safety that was equivalent to that achieved 

through full compliance with the prescriptive provisions in the FS Code. 

 

4. BD further advised that the trade should consider engaging the 

service of a fire engineering consultant to prepare a Fire Safety 

Assessment Report illustrating the formulation of an Alternative Solution 

for submission to the department for consideration.  The trade could 

refer to Part G of the FS Code and Practice Note for Authorized Persons, 

Registered Structural Engineers and Registered Geotechnical Engineers 

APP-87 for details of the performance-based approach using fire 

engineering design. 

 

 

Way Forward 

 

5. Members are invited to note the content of this paper and offer 

comments, if any. 
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