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Shortening the queuing time for obtaining time slots for examination  

of films by the Film Censorship Authority 

 

Background 

 

According to the Film Censorship Ordinance (Cap 392), a film 

intended for public exhibition must be approved by the Film Censorship 

Authority (i.e. the Director of Film, Newspaper and Article Administration) 

before exhibition.  Films are either classified under a three-tier classification 

system or exempted from classification.  

2. To apply for a Certificate of Approval or a Certificate of Exemption, 

a person has to submit the film along with a duly completed Film Submission 

Form to the Office for Film, Newspaper and Article Administration (OFNAA) 

under the Office of the Communications Authority for examination.  Before 

submission of a film, the person has to liaise with OFNAA to see whether a 

time slot for examination of the film is required.  If a time slot is required, the 

applicant may book a time slot of his/her preference with OFNAA.    

 

Trade’s Concern 

3. At a Business Liaison Group (BLG) meeting for cinemas held in 

April 2013, the trade expressed their concern about the unavailability of 

preference time slots for examination of Digital Cinema Projection (DCP) 

films.  As the queuing time for a time slot could be four to five months from 

the date of booking, the trade remarked that the prolonged time lag had 

hindered the schedule of their film advertising and screening.   
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Administration’s Response  

4. OFNAA responded at the BLG meeting that currently they had only 

one projection system for examining DCP films and there was an increasing 

trend of films in DCP format from 56 in 2010 to 264 in 2012.  To shorten the 

time lag, OFNAA had already procured an additional DCP projection system 

to increase the examination capacity by 45% from 11 to 16 slots per week.  

The new system would be installed in June 2013.  

5. OFNAA also advised the trade that to enhance the transparency in 

booking, the OFNAA’s booking schedule for the coming 12 weeks would soon 

be published via the trade associations, viz. Hong Kong Motion Picture 

Industry Association and Movie Producers and Distributors Association of 

Hong Kong Limited, twice a week.  Movie distributors could swap their slots 

among themselves in a timely manner if there were any unforeseeable changes 

in the logistics of their films.   

6. With implementation of the above two improvement measures, the 

queuing situation has been significantly alleviated.  These measures enable 

movie distributors to obtain the examination slots which suit their advertising 

and screening schedule.  

 

Way Forward 

7. Members are invited to note the above business facilitation 

measures.   
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