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Background 
 

According to section 22 of the Gambling Ordinance (Cap. 
148), any person who wants to organize or conduct a game of amusement 
with prizes at premises licensed under section 4 of the Places of Public 
Entertainment Ordinance (Cap. 172) must apply for an Amusement with 
Prize Licence (AWPL) from the Home Affairs Department (HAD).  
When submitting an application for AWPL, an applicant is required to 
provide details of each proposed game of amusement with prizes 
including the colour photograph(s) showing the appearance and playfield 
of the game machines, description of the mode of playing the games and 
nature of prizes or number of redemption tickets to be rewarded for 
HAD’s examination and approval. 
 
2.  If an operator of a family amusement centre (FAC) wants to 
operate a previously approved game of amusement with prizes but with a 
playing mode different from the approved one, he/she is required to 
submit a separate application to HAD for approval before the game could 
be used or operated in the FAC. According to HAD, a change in the 
number of redemption tickets to dispense is regarded as a change in the 
mode of playing and thus, a separate application is required. 
 
 
Trade’s Concern 
 
3.   At the Business Liaison Group (BLG) meeting for FAC held 
in December 2012, the trade remarked that many game machines had a 
built-in feature of allowing the operators to adjust the number of 
redemption tickets to dispense. To meet different business needs and to 
have more flexibility of deploying a game of amusements with different 
number of redemption tickets to dispense at different licensed premises, 
the trade enquired whether HAD would consider allowing them to state a 
range of redemption tickets to dispense instead of a specified number in 
the mode of playing in the application for operating a game of amusement 



with prizes.  
 

 
Administration’s Response 
 
4.   Having considered the trade’s concern, HAD agrees that the 
trade could specify a range of redemption tickets to dispense in the 
application for operating a game of amusement with prizes.  In so doing, 
once the game machine is approved, the FAC operator is free to adjust the 
number of redemption tickets to dispense within the approved range, 
hence waiving the need to submit a separate application due to 
subsequent adjustment in the number of redemption tickets to dispense.   
 
5.  The trade appreciate the efforts of HAD in addressing their 
concern. 
 
 
Way Forward 
 
6.   Members are invited to note the above business facilitation 
measure. 
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