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Purpose 
 
  This paper presents to the Business Facilitation Advisory 
Committee (“BFAC”) the progress made to facilitate the development of the 
international school sector, in particular the Expressions of Interest (“EoI”) 
exercise undertaken by the Education Bureau (“EDB”) for the allocation of 
greenfield sites and vacant/to-be-vacated school premises for international 
school development and other related follow-up measures for Members’ 
information.  
 
 
Background 
 
2.  At the sixth meeting of the BFAC held on 1 November 2007, the 
Administration presented its responses to the findings and recommendations 
of the study conducted by the American Chamber of Commerce in Hong 
Kong (AmCham).  Amongst others, the Administration reported that it was 
aware that the international school sector was mainly concerned about (i) the 
lack of sites for international schools to expand; and (ii) the need to improve 
the transparency and efficiency of various government processes related to 
school expansion projects.  We also reported that, to follow up a new 
initiative in the Chief Executive’s 2007-08 Policy Address, EDB would 
identify a number of greenfield sites and vacant school premises for 
international school development.  Moreover, in order to facilitate 
international schools seeking expansion to better understand the workings of 
government departments, EDB would consider further enhancing the 
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transparency of the relevant application procedures by working with other 
relevant government departments to run joint briefing sessions that would 
make reference to a range of practical examples. 
 
 
Latest Developments 
 

Expressions of Interest Exercise 
 
3.  EDB launched an EoI exercise on 19 March 2008 to invite all 
existing international schools in Hong Kong and other interested parties to 
express their interests in four greenfield sites and five vacant/to-be-vacated 
school premises earmarked for international school development.  Details of 
the sites and premises are at Annex A and Annex B respectively.  By the 
close of the exercise on 30 April 2008, EDB received a total of 63 
expressions of interest, 31 of which are for the four greenfield sites and 32 
are for the five vacant/to-be-vacated school premises.  All together, 46 
parties have expressed interests in these sites / premises and 17 of them 
submitted expressions of interest in both sites and premises.  Among the 46 
respondents, 14 are existing international school operators wishing to meet 
their expansion needs, 20 are existing local schools / operators / organizations, 
and 12 are overseas schools / governments / organizations wishing to 
establish footing in the Hong Kong international school sector. 
 

School Allocation Exercise 
 
4.  The EoI exercise has enabled us to gauge market response and is 
not intended to be a shortlisting exercise.  We will therefore invite all 
respondent parties to submit formal applications with detailed school 
proposals to the forthcoming School Allocation Exercise (“SAE”).  We will 
launch two rounds of the SAE, the first round for vacant school premises and 
the second around for greenfield sites.   
 
5.  The first SAE on vacant school premises was launched on 30 May 
2008.  We have invited all of the 32 respondent parties to submit formal 
applications and detailed school proposals by 11 July 2008.  Based on the 
responses of the EoI exercise and having regard to the availability of the 
school premises concerned, we have included four of the five premises 
(except Premises E as shown in the list at Annex B) in the SAE.  We aim to 
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complete the first round of the SAE and announce the allocation results by 
early October 2008, after which the second round of the SAE on greenfield 
sites will be launched in October/November 2008.  
 

Enhancing Transparency of Application Procedures for School 
Registration and Expansion 
 
6.  As reported in the last meeting, EDB has published comprehensive 
guidelines which are applicable to both public sector schools and private 
schools including international schools.  These guidelines cover all the 
necessary application procedures and requirements of EDB and other 
relevant government departments.  EDB also conducts regular briefing 
sessions on the school registration process.  In order to further enhance the 
transparency of the relevant application procedures, EDB will run joint 
briefing sessions that would make reference to a range of practical examples 
by working with other relevant government departments.  In particular, a 
briefing session for the SAE on vacant school premises will be arranged in 
mid-June 2008 for EDB and relevant government departments to brief 
interested parties on the procedures and related matters on school registration 
and school expansion/extension applications.  Similar briefing session will 
be arranged when we launch the SAE on greenfield sites. 
 

Access to Information on Availability of International School Places 
 
7.  In response to a Member’s suggestion that the Administration 
should consider providing a central database on the availability of 
international school places for reference of the international business 
community, EDB has established hyperlinks in its website to the websites of 
individual international schools and that of the AmCham since 1 December 
2007.  EDB has also sounded out a number of international school operators 
regarding the possibility of providing on their websites up-to-date 
information on vacancies available, but the general feedback from school 
operators was that they were concerned that the information on vacancies 
might not reflect the full and “real-time” picture and could be misinterpreted.  
Instead, they have suggested that interested parties who wish to look for 
information on a certain international school may approach the school direct 
through the contact as provided in the relevant hyperlink of the school 
concerned. 
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The Way Forward 
 
8.  The Administration will continue to facilitate the development of 
international schools in Hong Kong and monitor the provision of school 
places in the international school sector to meet the needs of the community.  
In the process, we will keep in touch with the international business 
community and we welcome their feedback. 
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